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JOB TITLE
Assistant Professor

LOCATION
Worcester

DEPARTMENT NAME
Mechanical & Materials Engineering

DIVISION NAME
Worcester Polytechnic Institute - WPI

JOB DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

Assistant Professor

Mechanical & Materials Engineering
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Worcester, Massachusetts

Oct. 8, 2025

Open until filled
Available immediately

Assistant Professor

Mechanical Engineering

https://apptrkr.com/6629639
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The Mechanical and Materials Engineering Department at Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) seeks
applicants for a tenure-track faculty position in the area of Applied Artificial Intelligence (Al) for
Mechatronics and Controls available at the assistant professor level.

JOB DESCRIPTION

The successful candidate will possess a strong background in Mechatronics and Controls,
demonstrate proficiency in applying Al techniques to these application areas, and strengthen the
connection with the Robotics Engineering Department. Expertise in intelligent sensing and perception,
cyber-physical systems, data-driven modeling and control, and Al/deep learning is essential.
Applications may include autonomous systems and mobility, intelligent infrastructure, human-robot
interaction, smart health, advanced manufacturing and Industry 4.0/5.0, mechatronics for sustainability,
and other areas complementary to the department's existing strengths. A proven ability to integrate
multidisciplinary methodologies to solve complex challenges is highly desirable. The candidate will be
expected to develop an active externally funded research program and teach undergraduate and
graduate courses in mechanical engineering. Candidate is required to have a PhD or equivalent
degree in mechanical engineering, robotics engineering, or another relevant discipline. This position
may be appointed to 25% or a more suitable fraction in the Robotics Engineering Department, as
agreed by the successful candidate and the two departments. This position is expected to be filled at
the Assistant Professor level. For experienced candidates, rank will be commensurate with experience.

The Mechanical and Materials Engineering Department at WPI (
https://www.wpi.edu/academics/departments/mechanical-materials-engineering) has 27 dual-mission
faculty, 9 full-time teaching faculty, and 12 research faculty. MME offers undergraduate degrees in
mechanical engineering to over 1100 students. The department offers graduate degrees in mechanical
engineering, materials science and engineering, and manufacturing engineering to about 200 graduate
students. The department's annual externally sponsored research expenditures have exceeded $16M.

WPI Robotics Engineering Department (www.wpi.edu/+RBE) is the first-of-its-kind department in the
nation with a vision to be an exemplary multidisciplinary center of education, research, and innovation
in robotics. It is built on an ABET-accredited Robotics Engineering program. RBE counts ~800
undergraduate and graduate students and offers robotics engineering BS, MS, and Ph.D. degrees. In
2016 the Robotics Engineering program was awarded the inaugural ABET Innovation Award for its
truly interdisciplinary, project-based curriculum. The department has 23 faculty members and 20+
affiliated faculty members. Our faculty has research support from NSF, NIH, AFRL, Army, ONR, NASA,
DARPA, and industry funding. We expect the new faculty member to contribute to the exceptionally
close-knit, collaborative, and collegial atmosphere we currently enjoy
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WPI's reputation as a rigorous and innovative university rests on the shoulders of its faculty. A highly
selective, private technological university and one of the nation's first, WPI believes that when great
minds work together, great advances follow. At WPI the boundaries to multidisciplinary collaboration
are low - faculty members, students, and other partners work together on the real-world projects and
purposeful research that are hallmarks of the WPI experience. Located one hour west of Boston, the
university's campus is in Worcester, Massachusetts, a thriving 21st century college city recognized as
a growing hub of scientific and technological innovation.

Applications should include curriculum vitae, statements of teaching and research interests, and a list
of five professional references submitted. This search will remain open until the position is filled.
Questions can be addressed to the Chair of the Search Committee, Professor Zhu Mao,
Zmao2@wpi.edu.

Compensation: $115,000 - $118,000 per year. Salary is based on related experience, expertise, and
internal equity

FLSA STATUS
United States of America (Exempt)

WPl is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All qualified candidates will receive consideration for
employment without regard to race, color, age, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
national origin, veteran status, or disability. It seeks individuals from all backgrounds and
experiences who will contribute to a culture of creativity, collaboration, inclusion, problem
solving, innovation, high performance, and change making. It is committed to maintaining a
campus environment free of harassment and discrimination.

To apply, visit: https://wpi.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-
US/WPI External Career Site/job/Worcester/Assistant-Professor R0003284

About WPI

WPI is a vibrant, active, and diverse community of extraordinary students, world-renowned faculty, and
state of the art research facilities. At WPI, we have competitive and comprehensive benefits, including
health insurance, long-term care, retirement, tuition assistance, flexible spending accounts, work-life
balance and much more.

Diversity & Inclusion at WPI
WPI is committed to creating an inclusive workplace where everyone feels valued and respected; a
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place where every student, faculty and staff member can be themselves, so that they can study, live,
and work comfortably, to reach their full potential, and make meaningful contributions in order to meet
departmental and institutional goals. WPI thrives on innovative practice and welcomes diverse
perspectives, insight, and people from diverse lived experiences, to enhance the community
environment and propel the institution to the next level in a competitive, global marketplace.

Contact Information

Please reference Academickeys in your cover letter when
applying for or inquiring about this job announcement.

Contact
N/A
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
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